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Writing to Elihu Boot, on April 5, 1898, he reveals the
sources from which came the most powerful pressure
against war and to which the Administration was yielding:

"You would be amazed and horrified at the peace-at-any-
price telegrams of the most abject description which come
in multitudes from New York, Boston, and elsewhere to the
President and Senators.

"Not only is the peace sentiment of the eastern seaboard
not the sentiment of the country at large, but I doubt
whether this sentiment exists in the strata lower than the
wealthiest even in the East.

"The President has taken a position from which he can-
not back down without ruin to his reputation, ruin to his
party, and, above all, lasting dishonor to his country; and
I am sure he will not back down.

."Thank Heaven, this morning it looks as if the Admin-
istration had made up its mind to lead the movement in-
stead of resisting it with the effect of shattering the party
and of humiliating the nation. Judge Day, who together
with that idol of the Mugwumps, Secretary Gage, has been
advocating peace under almost any conditions, has just
told me that he has given up and that the President seems
to be making up his mind to the same effect. Of course
from the military standpoint it is dreadful to have delayed
so long."

To a college classmate, Dr. Henry Jackson, of Boston,
who had written to him in support of peace-at-any-price,
he sent this characteristic rejoinder on April 6, 1898:

"I believe it criminal for us to submit to the murder of
our men, and to the butchery of Cuban women and chil-
dren. The resources of diplomacy have been exhausted.
This nation has erred on the side of over-bearance.
When you talk of this war being undertaken to satisfy the
political greed of a parcel of politicians you show the most
astounding ignorance of the conditions. The only effective
forces against the war are the forces inspired by greed and